
   

 

RICHARD LANDER SCHOOL BULLETIN 

28th February 2025 
Dates for your Diary 
Monday 24th February - Friday 
14th March  
Year 11 Mock Exams 

MARCH 
Monday 3rd - Friday 7th  
National Careers Week 
Monday 3rd  
Cornwall Music Festival Rehearsals  
—Selected Voices  / Orchestra / 
Choir  / Year 7 ‘7s Above’ 
Tuesday 4th 
Oxford University Trip - Exeter 
Collage. 
U12 Hockey Tournament at 
Penair / Truro School 
U15 County Cup Football vs 
Redruth at St Day FC 
Cornwall Music Festival Rehearsals  
—Musical Theatre Solos and  
Duets 
Wednesday 5th 
U15 County Rugby 7s Tournament 
at Redruth School  
UKMT Maths Challenge at Penrice 
Academy 
Year 8 Marine & Sustainability Day 
Thursday 6th 

National Gymnastics 
Championship  
World Book Day 
ARB Swimming 
Theatre Visit—White Horse—
Redruth Regal 
U14 Boys County Cup Football at 
Helston School  

U15 Football Match at Camborne 
School 
Cornwall Music Festival Rehearsals   
Friday 7th 
International Women's Day 
Football Tournament at Penryn 
College 
Cornwall Music Festival Rehearsals   
-Soul Band / Choir / Selected Voices 
Monday 10th - Friday 14th  
Cornwall Music Festival 
U14 Girls County Cup Fixture vs 
Mounts Bay at Truro College  
Tuesday 11th 
State School Netball Tournament - 
Regional Finals at Paignton 
Academy 
Year 8 Maths Circles Event at 
Exeter Pheonix 
Wednesday 12th 
RNAS Culdrose International Lego 
League Regional Final 
U12 Netball Tournament at Penryn 
College 
U14 Boys Rugby 7s County Cup 
Competition 
Thursday 13th 
Year 11 -  Blood Brothers at hall 
for Cornwall  
ARB Swimming 
Year 7,8,9 Hockey Fixtures vs Truro 
High AWAY 
Wednesday 19th 
Health Fair - Sports Hall 
Year 10 Mock Interviews 
Year 8 Marine & Sustainability Day 
School Nurse Drop In  
Thursday 20th 
Year 10 Mock Interviews 
ARB Swimming 
Year 7,8,9 Hockey Fixtures vs 
Penryn College HOME 
Friday 21st 
INSET DAY—STAFF ONLY IN 
SCHOOL 
Mock Trial Competition at Truro 
Crown Court 
Monday 24th - Friday 6th April 
KS3 and Year 10 Progress Reviews 

Tuesday 25th 
Immunisation Day 
Year 11 Year Group Photo 
Wednesday 26th 
Yellow Fever Vaccinations—
Lander4Uganda 25 Team 
Business Studies Catch Up 
Thursday 27th 
Year 7,8,9 Hockey Fixtures vs Truro 
School  
Year 10 Maths Fest at Penrice 
Academy 
Business Studies Catch Up 
ARB Swimming 
Friday 28th 
Music for Youth Regional Festival 
Science Fair 
Sunday 30th 
South West Floor & Vault 
Gymnastics Competition at 
Bideford 

APRIL 
Tuesday 1st 
Sports Studies Leadership 
Assessment 
Manga Workshop 
GCSE Dance EXAM 
Wednesday 2nd 
Year 8 Marine & Sustainability Day 
Governors Meeting  - FGB 
Thursday 3rd 
Sports Studies Leadership 
Assessment 
ARB Swimming 
ARB Rewards Trip 
Friday 4th 
Women in Leadership Day 
Last Day of Spring Term 
 

Saturday 5th—Monday 21st April  
EASTER BREAK 
 

Tuesday 22nd April 
First Day of Summer Term 
Textiles Exam 
Wednesday 23rd 
Textiles Exam 
BTEC Music Exam 
Business Studies Catch Up 
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J ust before the half-term break, a group of our adventurous 
students embarked on an unforgettable trip to Iceland, 
immersing themselves in the country’s awe-inspiring landscapes, 
rich geological wonders, and fascinating culture. From steaming 
hot springs to thundering waterfalls, the journey was packed 
with exploration and discovery. 
 
After a 12-hour journey from Kernow to Keflavík, our students 
wasted no time in embracing Iceland’s unique geothermal 
wonders. A relaxing visit to the geothermal swimming baths 
provided the perfect start, followed by a delicious buffet dinner 
to refuel after a long day of travel. 
 
Over the next few days students enjoyed trips out to Iceland’s 
best sites and were treated to an aurora borealis display of a 
lifetime! 
 
The group set off on the famous Golden Circle route, a highlight-
packed journey featuring some of Iceland’s most iconic natural 
wonders. They witnessed the explosive power of geysers, 
marveled at breathtaking waterfalls, and even indulged in 

Exploring the Land of Fire and Ice: Iceland 2025 
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traditional Icelandic ice cream at a local dairy farm—an unexpected but much-appreciated treat! 
 
A visit to Reykjavik, Iceland’s vibrant capital, offered students the opportunity to explore the city’s charm and 
culture. The trip also included an educational stop at the Perlan Museum, where interactive exhibits brought 
glaciers, volcanoes, and Icelandic wildlife to life in an immersive experience. 
 
Our geographers trekked to Hveragerði’s famous natural hot springs, where they observed bubbling pools 
reaching temperatures of 36°C to 40°C. They then visited the Hellisheiði Power Station, learning how Iceland 
harnesses its immense geothermal energy to become a world leader in sustainable power. 
 
No trip to Iceland would be complete without a chance to witness the breathtaking Northern Lights. Braving the 
chilly night, students waited in anticipation for the northern lights to dance across the sky—and the spectacular 
display was certainly worth the early wake-up call! 
 
The adventure continued with visits to Iceland’s rugged coastlines, imposing glaciers, and dynamic river systems. 
The students saw first-hand the impact of glacial retreat and powerful waves shaping the landscape, making 
their geography lessons come to life in the most thrilling way. 
 
From start to finish, the Iceland 2025 trip was an unforgettable experience, leaving students with lasting 
memories and a deeper appreciation for the incredible forces that shape our planet. To experience the beauty of 
Iceland, whilst staying in Cornwall, there is a gallery of Mr Williams’ superb photos on the school Facebook page.  
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Thursday 6th March is World Book Day at Richard Lander School.  
Year 7 students are encouraged to come dressed as their favourite book 
characters or in a costume inspired by their favourite stories!  
 
All year groups are welcome to enter our photo competition – send us a 
photo of you reading in a fun or unusual location.  
 
Please see next age for details of our World Book Day Bake Off 
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Thanks to a super kind and generous donation, we have around 100 absolutely stunning, brand new, prom 
dresses, in a range of sizes, styles, colours, some still tagged with prices of hundreds of £££.... 
 
...which we are selling for just £50 with all proceeds going to Lander4Uganda! 
 
We also have a rail of beautiful, pre-loved dresses, often just worn once, which have been donated by our 
wonderful ex-students.. for sale at prices from just £10! 
 
Anyone wanting to browse, try on or purchase is very welcome to come to our sale on Thursday 6th March 
after school until 4:30pm, where Mrs Downing and Mrs Toms will be delighted to help you find your dream 
dress! 

Winter can be tough, we’ve just had Blue Monday…  and we want everyone to 
know that support is available. Our Wellbeing & Resilience team have created 
this help directory with 19 pages of resources for students and parents. From 
crisis lines to mental health apps, there is something for everyone.  

Don’t hesitate to reach out—help is here. The Help Directory can be found on the 
school website, Mr Holloway also has handy QR code cards which link to the 
document.  

https://www.richardlander.co.uk/2025/01/rls-help-directory/ 

Wellbeing Matters: RLS Help Directory 

https://www.richardlander.co.uk/2025/01/rls-help-directory/
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O ur annual Careers Fair was a fantastic event, 
made even more special by the return of some of our 
former students! 

One of the highlights was welcoming Flight Lieutenant 
Charles Parfitt, who attended Richard Lander School 
when it was Penweathers, many moons ago. 
Celebrating exactly 45 years in the RAF on Careers Fair 
day, he shared invaluable career advice with our 
current students. 

We were also thrilled to see alumni now working with 
Pendennis, Tehidy Golf Club, and Truro College, 
offering insights into industries such as yacht refitting, 
professional sports and coaching, and further 
education. 

The event, as always, was a fantastic opportunity to 
learn about a wide range of career and further 
education options, whilst engaging in activities and 
competitions. 

Thank you to all the businesses, public services, and 
colleges that attended, making this event both 
informative and inspiring: Tehidy Park Golf Club, 
British Army, Truro and Penwith College, BP Offshore 
Wind, Pall Aerospace, A&P Falmouth, The Focus 
Training Group, Great Cornish Food, Careers Hub CIOS, 

Coastline Housing, Kehelland Trust, Argyle Community 
Trust, Cornwall Marine Academy, Jon Martin Magic / 
Magic Maths, University of Plymouth, Peninsula 
Schools of Medicine & Dentistry, Cornwall Partnership 
NHS Foundation Trust, Treviglas Sixth Form, Cornwall 
Hotel Collection, Truro School, Falmouth University, 
Pendennis Shipyard, Royal Navy, The Headland Hotel, 
Pharmacy - Cornwall and Isle of Scilly, Cornwall 
College, EBP, Kernow Property Services, RAF.  

Special thanks to Mrs. Grenfell for organizing such a 
brilliant day, and to our students for their enthusiasm 
and curiosity. Finally, congratulations to Evalyn and 
Arlo, who won Amazon vouchers in the Coastline 
Housing ‘Guess the Sweets’ challenge! Thank you to 
Coastline for running this competition. 

RLS Alumni Return for Careers Fair! 



  

 

RICHARD LANDER SCHOOL BULLETIN 

28th February 2025 
 



 9 

 

RICHARD LANDER SCHOOL BULLETIN 

28th February 2025 

 Take Your Child to Work Day - 
An Eye-Opening Experience! 
 

Y ear 7 students had an exciting opportunity to step 
into the world of work during 'Take Your Child to Work 
Day'. Many students spent time at a family member’s 
workplace, gaining first-hand experience of different 
industries. Here you can read about just 2 of a vast 
array of work experiences enjoyed by our Year 7 
students. 
 
Hugo had a fascinating day with a Water Quality 
Officer at Cornwall Wildlife Trust, testing water quality 
alongside a farm advisor and touring the SouthWest 
Water works. Meanwhile, Alice explored the 
construction industry with Morrish Homes at 
Nansledan. She observed various stages of house 

construction, laid a brick under expert supervision, and 
later visited Truro and Penwith College, where she met 
students and apprentices, honing her skills even 
further. 
 
A huge thank 
you to Cornwall 
Wildlife Trust, 
Morrish Homes, 
Truro and 
Penwith 
College, and all 
the businesses 
that supported 
our students in 
this valuable 
experience. 
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F or some students, attending a family member’s 
workplace wasn’t possible, so Mitie, the facilities 
manager and service provider for Richard Lander 
School, stepped in to provide an engaging in-school 
careers experience. 

Students learned about Mitie’s wide-ranging 
responsibilities, from hospitals to transport links and 
schools. They interviewed Mitie representatives and 
tackled a sustainability-themed challenge, designing 

innovative products or services to combat 
environmental issues like global warming and nature 
decline. 

The winning team, FIVE, secured a whopping 38 
million Mitie dollars for their 'Seed Sphere' invention, 
which disperses seeds to promote reforestation. Other 
creative ideas included sea-cleaning ships and early-
warning tree sprinklers. 

A huge thank you to Mitie for an exciting and inspiring 
day! Additionally, congratulations to Mariah and Evie 
for their spot-on calculations in the house brick 
challenge, winning Amazon vouchers, courtesy of 
Linden Homes. 

Mitie Hosts Year 7 for In-School 
Careers Challenge 
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Gymnastics Triumph at Milano 
South West Competition 
 

I t was a weekend to remember for our talented 
gymnasts at the Milano Gymnastics Competition - 
South West at the end of January. 
 
Our U13 Girls team shone brightly, taking the title of 
South West Champions! Special congratulations to 
Amber, who secured a silver medal, and Sophie, who 
won bronze. 
 
The success continued with our U16 Boys, who were 
also crowned South West Champions, with Mawgan 
achieving an outstanding gold medal in the individual 
event. 
 
The U16 Girls followed suit, taking the South West 
Champion title as well! Individual success saw Halle 
winning gold, Laila securing silver, and Amelie earning 
bronze. 
 
Congratulations on these incredible results and a huge 
thank you to Miss Hurworth for her commitment to 
providing these amazing opportunities and to the 
parents who drove you up to Bideford to compete! 
We now look forward to the National Finals in March – 

bring it on! 
 

U15 Netball Team through to 
Regional Finals! 

O ur U15 Netball Team showcased their incredible 
talent at the State Schools competition in Paignton, 
securing second place overall! 

With victories against Torquay Academy, Falmouth 
School, Paignton Academy, Newton Abbot, and South 
Milton, the team demonstrated skill and 
determination throughout the competition. Their only 
loss came against Churston Grammar, but their strong 
performance secured them a place in the Regional 
Finals . 

The team worked tirelessly all day and is now 
preparing for the next challenge. A huge well done to 
everyone involved! 

A special thank you to Lucianne for her excellent 
coaching and umpiring – your support has been 
invaluable! 
 
We wish the girls the very best of luck at the Regional 
Finals which will take place at Paignton Academy on 
Tuesday 11th March! 

RLS PE & SCHOOL SPORT 
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Year 9/10 Girls Football Team 
compete in National Cup 

O ur Year 9/10 Girls Football Team played their 
hearts out in the last 16 of the National Cup against a 
formidable Gordano team. 

Despite a tough match, the girls displayed remarkable 
determination, teamwork, and resilience, battling until 
the final whistle. With impressive goalkeeping, a 
strong defensive line, relentless midfield action, and 
numerous shots on goal, the team put up an 
admirable fight. 

The final score was 4-1 to Gordano, but our players 
certainly made them work hard for the win. Both 
teams exhibited excellent sportswomanship, skill, and 
energy, and we wish Gordano the best of luck in the 
next round. 

To our girls – well done on a fantastic journey in the 
National Cup! And to our opponents, we hope you 
enjoyed your Cornish pasties on the journey home! 

Year 8/9 Hockey Team Kicks Off 
2025 Season 

Before the half term break, we hosted County 
Champions Newquay for our first KS3 hockey fixture of 

2025. Our Year 8/9 team was ready and eager for the 
challenge, with many Year 8s experiencing a full-size 
pitch for the first time. 

Despite a 2-0 loss, the team displayed great 
determination and grew stronger as the game 
progressed, particularly in the second half. It was an 
exciting match to watch, and the girls should be proud 
of their efforts! 

Well done to everyone who played – a fantastic start 
to the season! 

Year 7 Football - Fantastic wins 
for Boys B and C Teams! 

W e were delighted to be able to field both B and 
C team fixtures against Penair School last week, giving 
many more boys the opportunity to represent the 
school.  

They did not disappoint either, recording a 5-2 win for 
the B team, and a 8-1 win for the C team. In addition 
to the fantastic results, the players conducted 
themselves in a fantastic way both on and off the 
pitch.  

Every student who has regularly attended training 
(some 35-40!) has now played at least one game for 
the school this term.  

RLS PE & SCHOOL SPORT 
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Students Collaborate 
on Film Project with 
Cornwall Council and 
Screen Cornwall 

A  select group of our students 
recently took part in an exciting 

project in collaboration with Cornwall 
Council and Screen Cornwall, creating 
a film exploring crime and safety from 
a young person’s perspective. 

The project began with students 
identifying the most relevant and 
interesting topics, followed by inviting 
interviewees and preparing insightful 
questions. The second stage saw 
them setting up a studio, filming 
content, and conducting interviews with professionalism and enthusiasm. Two weeks later, Adam and Laura 
returned with a first edit, and the students had the opportunity to review and refine their work. 

The end result is a well-crafted and thought-provoking film that everyone involved is incredibly proud of. A 
massive thank you to Laura, Leo, and Adam for guiding our students through this rewarding and professional 
experience! Well done to every student who took part, you were all superb.  
 
The film will be shown in tutor time and published on the internet soon. It features pieces on CCTV, vaping and 
staying safe.  
 

Curriculum Enrichment Week and Lunchtime and After School Clubs  

Our 2025 Curriculum Enrichment Week brochure and this term’s Lunchtime and After School Clubs booklet are 
available on the school website.  

Richard Lander School offers a wide array of lunchtime and after school clubs. 
Whether it’s sport, art, music, drama, chess, debate, eco-club, Minecraft, 
Warhammer, Mock Trial, Greenpower .. there will be something for you to get 
involved in! Click here! 

Day trips out or in school activity days of 
art, theatre, textiles, sport, an escape 
room, Makaton, Minecraft and much 
more! Something for everyone! What 
will you choose for Curriculum 
Enrichment Week, link at the bottom of 
the KS3 Opportunities page!  

https://www.richardlander.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/Clubs-Spring-Term-2025.pdf
https://www.richardlander.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/Clubs-Spring-Term-2025.pdf
https://www.richardlander.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/Clubs-Spring-Term-2025.pdf
https://www.richardlander.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/Clubs-Spring-Term-2025.pdf
https://www.richardlander.co.uk/extra-curricular/ks3-opportunities/
https://www.richardlander.co.uk/extra-curricular/ks3-opportunities/
https://www.richardlander.co.uk/extra-curricular/ks3-opportunities/
https://www.richardlander.co.uk/extra-curricular/ks3-opportunities/
https://www.richardlander.co.uk/extra-curricular/ks3-opportunities/
https://www.richardlander.co.uk/extra-curricular/ks3-opportunities/
https://www.richardlander.co.uk/extra-curricular/ks3-opportunities/
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Year 9 Textiles & Careers 
Trip to Falmouth 
University!  

Y ear 9 students had an inspiring day 
at Falmouth University, where they took 
part in a hand embroidery 
workshop themed around sea 
creatures! Their creativity shone as they 
stitched intricate designs, bringing the 
ocean to life with needle and thread. 
 
They also explored the Design Centre, 
getting a glimpse into the world of 
fashion, textiles, and design, before 
enjoying a delicious lunch in the university 
canteen.  
 
A fantastic day filled with creativity, 
inspiration, and new experiences – and 
our students were an absolute delight!  

 

Debate Club Compete in 
Youth Speaks 

Well done to Isabella, Ella, Sophia, Howard, 
Thomas and Ruby who represented Richard 
Lander School at the Rotary Youth Speaks 
Competition this term. 
 
They all spoke very well indeed and made 
Mr Gell very proud! Thank you to Truro 
Rotary for organising this competition.  

Debate Club takes place on a Wednesday 
lunchtime in Mr Gel’s classroom. 
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Eco Club visit 
Cornwall Energy 
Recovery Centre  
 

O n Tuesday 25th of February 
a group of students visited the 
‘Cornwall Energy Recovery 
Centre’ to explore what happens 
to any waste that cannot be 
recycled in Cornwall. 
 
During the day, students enjoyed 
completing quizzes in the 
interactive visitor space and got 
to see the main ‘control centre’ 
where screens full of data are 
constantly updated, helping 
monitor levels of gases emitted 
from the incinerator. They even 
watched ‘the claw’ in action, 
picking up our waste and moving 
it to the next stage of the 
process. 
 
The Cornwall energy recovery 
centre exports around 20 
megawatts of electricity – 
enough for 21,000 homes! 

Students were also keen to find out what happens to the ‘ash’ 
and discovered that this waste product is used in road building! 
Staff at the site spoke to students about the waste hierarchy, 
reminding them that the ‘recovery’ stage is the last resort, 
instead we should all be trying to ‘reduce’ our waste to ensure a 
more sustainable future. 
 
The school Eco-club is focussing on reducing waste this term, and 
hence, this visit was extremely valuable. Many thanks to the 
knowledgeable staff at the facility who delivered such an 
engaging day for our students. Thanks also to the students who 
were an absolute credit to the school community.  
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Creative Arts Update 
Artist of the Week 
Every week the Art department choose an Artist of the Week. 
Their work is shared on the digital signage around school, here 
in the bulletin and on school social media. Thank you to these 
students for brightening February with their marvellous work.  
 
Top Right W/C 30th January 2025 - Immy S - Year 8 
Congratulations to our Y8 artist of the week: Immy for her 
graphic drawings of objects informed by the work of the 
artist Michael Craig- Martin.  
Super precision and  technicality Immy, Well done! 
 

Right W/C 10th 
February 2025 - 
Layla - Year 7 
Congratulations to 
our Y7 artist of the 
week: Layla for her 
wonderful abstract 
art which has been 
inspired by the work 
of Yayoi Kusama  
Wonderful colours 
and textures Layla, excellent work! 
 
Left W/C 10th February 2025 - Imogen—Year 8  
Well done to Imogen Year 8 who once again has created another wonderful 
piece of art in response to the theme of ‘Making Waves’ 

            A beautifully  poetic and expressive response painted with excellent skill! 
 

Environment Photography Competition Results! 
 

 

 

Year 8 did a brilliant job of responding to the theme of the 'environment' and we had lots of amazing photos 
submitted, which we really 
enjoyed looking at. After all 
the voting, we have our 
winners  
.... 
1st Yasmin Twomey 
2nd Sienna Kott 
3rd Dylan Evans 
Well done to you all! 
 
Our winners receive fantastic 
prizes . 1st prize is a camera. 
2nd prize is a £25 gift voucher 
and third prize is a £15 gift 
voucher! 
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Students have been practising hard for 
the Cornwall Music Festival and are 

sounding amazing! 
Please make sure that you fill in your 
consent forms at the earliest possible 

opportunity. 
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